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outweighed all else. After every banquet the Kin^ collected sweet-
meats with pictures of the Royal Family and sent them to Mathilde
for the girl. In every garden he picked flowers for her: 'If only
Carlotta would not be cold to me and not misunderstand me. Many
have felt warmth and affection for me who were not in love with
me . . . and that is what 1 would like her to feel now.'1 Shortly
after this the Grand Duchess paid a visit to her father in Munich,
bringing Carlotta with her. For some time past Ludwig had wished
to have Carlotta painted and as Stieler had died the year before,
he entrusted the work to that painter's nephew, FriedYich Diirck.
This was a new anxiety for the girl, who feared her picture might
be placed near that of Lola Monte/,. Ludwitf, however, reassured
her on that point and she was so happy that she allowed him to
kiss her hands. After that, Mathilde did not reply to one of the
questions Ludwig put to Oarlntta, and for a loiitf time he heard
no more of her: 'Have I again incurred her displeasure? But when
and how?' he wondered in consternation.2

Something had really occurred to cause this. Visitors to the
Schonheitsgalcric had asked that a curtain concealing a picture
might be drawn aside. The custodian believed that the visitors
hoped to see Lola Monte/,, lie therefore answered: 'The picture
of the dancer is no longer here, but one of Fniulein von Breidbach
hangs in its place/ This was immediately reported to Carlotta.
She was beside herself that such a reply could In; given to strangers.
She could not understand how her picture was hung there in
spite of the royal promise and begged for redress,5 Ludwig was
unpleasantly affected, but he loved the girl so much that he over-
came it. Love throbbed within him more strongly than ever
and found expression in a poem to Carlotta:

'Would that I might fall upon my knees before you,
And press my lips in burning kisses on your hand/ 4

As there was no response the King decided in September to
inform his daughter Mathilde that he intended to go to Rome for
four weeks. 'Friendly greetings to Carlotta. Both on this and the
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